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A software languages lab hosted by a Belgian university will coordinate a FTI (H2020) to bring to the market 
an accessible development tool that radically diminishes the time and cost involved in implementing data 
acquisition, processing and analysis pipelines. They are looking for a consortium partner who relies on the 
collection of data in order to create or optimise products/services (IoT, industry 4.0, smart cities, fleet and 
asset management, telematics, etc.) for research cooperation. 
 
 
The need to collect, process and analyse data spans across various markets such as IoT, smart cities, waste 
management... This need is growing across various kinds of businesses, including B2B, B2C or B2B2C. 
Analysing and processing data is very important to many functions within businesses, for example for COOs, 
product owners, marketeers, etc. The prevalent need for data is in sharp contrast with the relatively small 
group (i.e. software development teams) able to implement the software systems that collect, process and 
analyse data. As a result, developing such systems are costly, time-consuming endeavours that usually lack 
the agility required by the systems' business users. The Belgian software languages lab, coordinator of the 
project, has expertise in developing software engineering tools (e.g. programming languages, libraries, …) 
that ease the development of complex software systems. One of these tools developed in recent years is a 
development platform that enables non-programmers (i.e. people without a programming degree or 
background) to implement their own data acquisition, processing and analysis systems (DAPAS). The 
uniqueness of the platform is that it offers online visual tools that allow both non-professional users and 
specialists alike to build their own DAPAS. Users build their DAPAS by dragging and dropping visual 
components onto a canvas. By linking these components together the user specifies the flow of data across 
the various components of the system. The components can be distributed across various platforms (e.g. 
mobile devices, embedded devices, servers, browsers, etc.). The platform has thus far proven its worth in 
multiple projects within the citizen science market (e.g. noise and air pollution systems, bicycle traffic 
monitoring systems, etc.). These small-scale experiments have thus far shown two things. First, non-
programmers are able to implement complex DAPAS using the platform. Second, the underlying technology 
has reached a level of maturity sufficient to support real-world scenarios. Although the platform has so far 
only been applied to the citizen science market, it applies to a plethora of others markets (e.g. IoT, industry 
4.0, smart cities, etc.). With this fast track to innovation (FTI - H2020) project, the lab is aiming to bring its 
technology to the market in the form of a spin-off company. The project will contain two high-level tasks. A 
first task consists in further developing the platform from a technological perspective (e.g. extending the 
available components, enhancing the data security and privacy policies, etc.). A second task consists in 
developing the platform from a business perspective (e.g. setting up pilot projects with lead clients, business 
development, etc.). The current consortium gathers the software languages Lab, a European association 
dedicated to citizen science and an international group specialised in performing and supporting systems as 
well as software engineering. This consortium contains the necessary expertise to complete the project's first 
task and is looking for partners to help tackling the second task. The consortium is currently lacking a 
business-oriented partner. The partner must operate in a market that heavily relies on the collection of data 
in order to create or optimise products/services such as IoT, industry 4.0, smart cities, fleet and asset 
management, telematics, etc. There are three main tasks that the partner sought would provide : 1. 
Preliminary market research and lead clients 2. setting up and piloting projects with lead clients 3. Co-
designing the spin-off strategy and business development. The lab is looking for a research cooperation 
agreement. The deadline for EoIs is set on the 07/05/2020 and the deadline for the call is 09/06/2020. 
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